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Foundation, the Regents of Concordia Univer-
sity, and the Board of Directors of Tejon
Ranch, among others.

The selfless efforts of Barbara and Kari
have impacted so many and both have set an
exceptional example for all of us to follow as
we work to improve our community. Through
investing in education to providing resources
to those less fortunate, Barbara and Kari are
steadfast in their vision and commitment to
helping others. We congratulate Barbara and
Kari for jointly being named the 2017 Kern
County Person of the Year and commend
them for their tireless service, work, and vision
for our community. We look forward to wit-
nessing their continued efforts that touch the
hearts of so many.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF CRAIG
ANDERSON

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 18, 2017

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Craig Anderson and his 20
years of active stewardship as the Executive
Director of LandPaths, a non-profit organiza-
tion in Sonoma County that has become a na-
tional innovator in land conservation practices
under his leadership.

Craig Anderson’s career has consistently
engaged his dual passions of land conserva-
tion and community engagement. Beginning in
1985, Mr. Anderson worked at the Yosemite
Institute where he taught field science courses
to high school students. Four years later he
became the Director of Outdoor Classroom
Programs for the Ojai Valley School, leading
students on wilderness trips that exposed
some of them to land use and natural history
curriculum for the first time. During that same
period, Mr. Anderson took his knowledge from
the classroom and applied it in the field, when
he became the site manager for the McCloud
River Preserve. As the site manager he
oversaw all activities taking places across the
2,200 acre preserve on a daily basis. All of
these experiences prepared Mr. Anderson for
his next role as the Executive Director of Land
Paths, a position he took on in 1997, and con-
tinues to hold to this day.

As the Executive Director of Land Paths,
Mr. Anderson has grown the organization from
a single staff member working out of his apart-
ment to a staff of 15. Pushing the organiza-
tion’s mission of connecting people to nature,
Mr. Anderson successfully spearheaded the
agency’s efforts to create nature preserves
with public access. LandPaths has created
five such preserves throughout Sonoma Coun-
ty as a result of his leadership to date. In addi-
tion to these efforts, Mr. Anderson led the de-
velopment of the award winning Bayer-Farm
Park & Community Garden, which has now
been held up as a model for expanding green
spaces in urban areas. Because of his fore-
sight in developing local preserves and com-
munity gardens, LandPaths has also been
able to create student and community stew-
ardship programs that use these properties to
ensure the public’'s commitment to environ-
mental conservation and land use practices.
Beyond the local impact of Mr. Anderson’s
leadership, he has also been recognized on a
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national level for his innovative practices and
stewardship programs.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in expressing
deep appreciation for Craig Anderson’s ex-
traordinary leadership in the field of land use,
conservation and stewardship, by extending to
him congratulations on his two decades of
service.

——————

SUPPORTING THE LEGAL
SERVICES CORPORATION

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 18, 2017

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of the Legal Services Corporation and its
important work across the country in facili-
tating civil legal aid for those in need.

Civil legal aid is one of the most effective
strategies for helping victims of domestic vio-
lence and that is why our federal government
must make a strong investment in the Legal
Services Corporation (LSC), which administers
federal funding for civil legal aid.

From my over 33 years in law enforcement,
I know all too well that unlike people who
commit crimes, victims do not always have the
same opportunity for an attorney. For a low-in-
come individual in need of help with a civil
legal issue, paying expensive legal fees for an
attorney is not an option. And for people who
are in abusive relationships, the thought of
navigating the legal system alone can often be
what keeps them from leaving their abuser.

Research shows that providing an attorney
can reduce the number of domestic violence
victims by as much as 21 percent. A 2015
study out of King County, WA, where | was
the Sheriff, found that when survivors received
legal representation they were 85 percent
more likely to have child visitation rights de-
nied to the abusive parent, 77 percent more
likely to have restrictions placed on the abu-
sive parent’s child visitation, and 47 percent
more likely to have treatment ordered for the
abusive parent.

Our great nation was founded on the prin-
ciple of justice for all, not just for those who
can afford it. When low-income families and
survivors of domestic violence are forced to
face the justice system on their own, it is a
failure of our society. As the appropriations
process moves forward, | urge you to support
and strengthen funding for the Legal Services
Corporation.

RECOGNIZING MARK GOTTO
HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 18, 2017

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my appreciation to Mark Gotto, Cen-
tennial City Council Member for District 3 Mark
Gotto, for his many years of hard work and
dedication to the City of Centennial. Council
Member Gotto’s leadership and vision has,
amongst other accomplishments, contributed
to the City of Centennial’s reputation as one of
the best in Colorado.

Council Member Gotto has consistently and
effectively guided the City of Centennial to-
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wards a more business-friendly atmosphere
that increases growth and the quality of life.
He has continually provided his guidance and
leadership as the City Council Liaison to a va-
riety of different boards and committees, such
as the Centennial Budget Committee, the
Southgate Water and Sanitation District, and
the Arapahoe Library District Board of Trust-
ees.

Outside of his service on the Centennial
City Council, Council Member Gotto has also
dedicated his time making our community and
the State of Colorado a better place. He con-
tinues to volunteer at the Children’s Hospital
of Colorado on the Anschutz Medical Campus
and ensures that the Centennial City Council
does not pass any resolution that would nega-
tively affect the aging population in his city.

Mr. Speaker, City Council Member Mark
Gotto represents the very best the State of
Colorado and our nation has to offer in public
service. | offer my sincere appreciation for his
unyielding dedication to public service, and |
wish him the very best of luck as he leaves
the Centennial City Council and moves on to
future endeavors.

————

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SMITHSONIAN’S
ANACOSTIA  COMMUNITY MU-
SEUM

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 18, 2017

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in honoring the 50th Anniversary of the
Smithsonian’s Anacostia Community Museum.

The Anacostia Community Museum, which
opened in 1967, has been a staple of the Dis-
trict of Columbia community. Not only has the
museum served as a major cultural institution,
including in highlighting the important contribu-
tions made by African Americans to D.C. and
the nation, but it has also served as a pillar of
educational enrichment and achievement
through its Museum Academy Program. In ad-
dition, the museum’s Citizen Scientist Program
brings high school students and Smithsonian
educators, as well as scientists, together to
engage in environmental stewardship and
learn more about science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics initiatives.

The museum also continues to be a domi-
nant force in terms of community engagement,
creating a hands-on children’s room and a
youth advisory council. Additionally, the mu-
seum works on a number of events and
projects that focus on community restoration
within Anacostia. For example, the museum
recently hosted a community forum with the
National Park Service to illustrate the impor-
tance of volunteering within one’s community
and also partnered with WTTG Fox 5 to allow
visitors to participate in an urban gardening
project.

Aside from its community engagement and
restoration, the Anacostia Community Museum
showcases various exhibits that focus on the
different issues that impact urban commu-
nities, both in D.C. and nationwide. Specifi-
cally, the museum works with D.C. residents,
artists, community activists, scholars, local offi-
cials and other outside organizations to cul-
tivate carefully crafted exhibits that challenge
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